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termelon Sli
Escape from the Chicken Coop «

(NorTHERNBLUES Music)

"atermelon Slim has spent the

' last few years winning fans and
critical acclaim with his weathered voice,

soulful slide guitar and evocative song-
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arrangement sounds right out of early-
70s Austin. The lyrics to “America’s
Wives” show more compassion for the
struggles of everyday Americans than
most political stump speeches. While
Slim sings his heart out on this track,
Paul Franklin’s pedal steel guitar playing
tugs at the listeners’ heartstrings.

The autobiographical “300 Miles” is
one of the disc’s most powerful per-
formances. Inspired by Slim’s former
career as a long haul trucker, the
heartfelt lyrics on this track will have
even the most pampered white collar
workers feeling the weariness and loneli-
ness of life behind the dashboard of an
18-wheeler. Escape from the Chicken Coop is a
creative, soulful recording that should be
essential listening for all fans of Ameri-
can roots music. —JON KLEINMAN




