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wizened vocdadls and singy, Snaky slide gullar lICKs, those are the bluesier ot
his resume items. The rest? Well, they're all over the place—funeral officiant,
firewood salesman, bill collector, watermelon farmer (where he got the
name), self-proclaimed ex-petty criminal, manual laborer, lover and political
investigator. One reckons those all ring bluesy in their way, but here’s where
Watermelon Slim really deviates from the bluesman archetype: He holds
degrees in history and journalism, and is a member of the genius IQ society
Mensa. His father was a renowned attorney (he defended the Freedom Riders
in Mississippi), his brother was a pillar of the Boston financial market before
becoming a world famous classical composer. Slim is also a Vietnam vet (now
an anti-war activist), and it was while convalescing in a veterans’ hospital that
he modified a left-handed balsawood guitar, using a shard of tin can as a pick
and his Zippo lighter as a slide.







